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Overview of the Learning 

In this unit of learning pupils will learn language relating to celebrations of special occasions and of their achievements in activities and games. They also learn to say the name of the month in which they celebrate their birthday. 

 

Core Aims  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 

sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 

communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 

questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Pupils should be taught  

 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those 

of others; seek clarification and help* 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 

reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 
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 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 

clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where 

relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency 

verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build 

sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

The starred (*) content above will not be applicable to ancient languages. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 use language relating to celebrations of special occasions and of their achievements in activities and games.  

 say the name of the month in which they celebrate their birthday. 

 recognise and respond to sound patterns and words to hear main word classes  

 use gestures to show they understand 

 stories  

 recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 make indirect or direct contact with the country/countries where the language is spoken  

 use actions and rhymes, and play games to aid memorisation 

 make links between some phonemes, rhymes and spellings and read aloud familiar words  

 perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences  

 recognise some familiar words in written form  

 imitate pronunciation  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 

 to recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 to hear main word classes  

 to use gestures to show they understand  

Look at me 

Discuss with the children in English what activities they are able to do and feel they are good at, both in and out of school.  

In French, introduce some activities that you are good at, using picture flashcards, eg Je nage/lis/danse/chante bien; je joue bien au football (I’m good at swimming/ 

reading/dancing/singing; I’m good at playing football). 

Say the phrases again and invite children to make up an action for the verbs. Then children repeat after you, with actions. 

Ask individual children to perform the action when you say the sentence.  

Teach the class some praise words, eg bravo, super, chouette, fantastique!, to congratulate children on their mimes. 

Introduce the question for individual children, Tu nages bien? (Are you good at swimming?) to elicit oui. Repeat with other verbs. 

Children then extend their answers to Oui, je nage bien. 

Extension: Model the sentence Je nage très bien (I’m very good at swimming) with a thumbs-up gesture and ask children to guess what you are saying. Repeat with other verbs and 

encourage children to join in. 

Extension: Introduce the negative response by modelling Non, pas du tout. (No, not at all). 

Children practise the gestures, actions and responses. 

 

 to listen and respond to simple rhymes, songs and stories  

 to recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 to make indirect or direct contact with the country/countries where the language is spoken  

 to use actions and rhymes, and play games to aid memorisation  

Happy birthday 

Show a DVD clip or still image of birthday celebrations. 

Invite children to sing Joyeux anniversaire to the tune of ‘Happy Birthday to You’. 
Introduce the months of the year with picture flashcards plus a song, rhyme, DVD clip or story so that children can hear the words.  

Say the months of the year again and group children into birthday months. 

Each birthday group practises saying their month by chanting it softly. 

Ask each group to sit down / stand up as you call out their month. 

Model the phrase Mon anniversaire est en … (My birthday is in …) and children repeat. Each birthday group then uses the phrase to chorus 
Mon anniversaire est en …  
Hold up flashcards for the months in random order and the relevant birthday group says their sentence. 

Phonic focus: j sound. Draw children’s attention to the soft j sound in je, janvier, juin, juillet and joyeux. Ask children what is different about the j sound in English and in French. 

Model the mouth shape for saying j and invite children to practise in pairs and with mirrors if possible. Write the j words on the board and say them all together as a whole class, 

focusing on accurate pronunciation. Children then practise in pairs and may volunteer to demonstrate to the class. 

 

 to make links between some phonemes, rhymes and spellings and read aloud familiar words  

 to perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences  

 to recognise some familiar words in written form  

 to imitate pronunciation  

 to play games to help remember  

Party games 

Revise birthday months and Mon anniversaire est en … 

Explain to the children that they are going to play some party games 

in French. 

Play Musical Statues using verbs from Section 1. Play the music and, when it stops, call out a sentence, eg Je nage bien. The children freeze as a statue to show the verb. 

Play the game again and, when you call out a sentence, show a large text card at the same time. 

Play the game Stations by placing the text cards around the room. Read them out to the children as you stick them on the walls. Play the music. When it stops, children choose one of 

the cards to stand next to. Using a second, smaller set of cards, ask a child to choose one and read it out. 

All children standing next to that sentence card are out. 

Play Pass the Parcel. Put the small text cards in a feely bag and play some music. Children (sitting in a circle) pass the bag around and, when the music stops, the child with the bag 

pulls out a card, reads it out and chooses another child to mime the action. 

 

 

 to perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences  

 to experiment with the writing of simple words 

 to compare new words with known words in English or another language  

Come to my party 

Revise the verbs introduced so far, with a flashcard game.  

For further consolidation, play Loto (Bingo). 

Practise pronunciation of the j sound using the words from Section 2.  

Extension: Children use bilingual dictionaries to make word banks of words beginning with j. 

Explain that children will be creating a party invitation. 
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Using a writing frame on the interactive whiteboard, model how to complete the invitation. Ask children to copy-write J’ai 8 ans for the front of the invitation and also the date of the 

party. They can add in their name. 

 

Viens à ma fête! 

Nom: 

Date: 

 

Extension: Using the picture flashcards of verbs as prompts, see how many sentences such as Je danse bien (I’m good at dancing) some children can write from memory. Children may 

also use a whiteboard screen to drag pictures into a grid and read out the sentences they have constructed. 

 

 to recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 to perform simple communicative tasks using single words and short sentences  

 to hear main word classes  

 to engage in turn taking  

 to use a physical response  

Sports day 

Introduce Je peux … (I can …). 
By doing the actions, introduce some verbs connected to sports day activities, eg Je peux + sauter, courir, sauter à la corde, lancer le ballon, attraper le ballon (I can jump, run, skip, 

throw the ball, catch the ball). 

For each new verb, children devise their own mime. You say a verb and children mime it, and vice versa. 

Perform a Mexican Wave to practise pronunciation. 

Play Jacques a dit (Simon Says) with the new verbs. 

In the hall, introduce a selection of sports day activities, eg   

 – simple running races   

 – standing long jump   

 – in pairs or against a wall, throwing and catching a ball up to 12 times without dropping it, counting in French 

 – skipping up to 12 jumps, counting in French. 

 

 

 to perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences  

 to experiment with the writing of simple words 

 to ask someone to clarify or repeat  

 to compare new words with known words in English or another language 

We are the champions 

Set up the same activities as in Sports Day. Revise the response Je peux courir (I can run). Children chorus this. Repeat with the other verbs. 

Explain that, in French, if you want to ask permission to do an activity, you can do so by making your sentence into a question by raising your voice 

at the end. Practise this, eg Je peux courir? (Can I run?), also indicating that you are asking a question through your body language and facial expression. Repeat with the other verbs, 

with children chorusing. 

Explain that it is also polite to say s’il te plaît (please) and practise the above activity again, with this addition. 

In pairs, children decide on which activity they would like to ask to do and practise their response. 

Introduce the question Qu’est-ce que tu veux faire? (What would you like to do?) Ask this to some individual children, to elicit responses such as 

Je peux sauter? (Can I jump?) Less confident children could simply show a picture card in response to the question Qu’est-ce que tu veux faire? 

Ask children to sit by their chosen activity and ask some individual children in turn Qu’est-ce que tu veux faire? to elicit the response Je peux …? 
(Can I ...?) 

Each group in turn carries out their activity while the rest of the class encourage with praise words. 

If there are winners from each group, they are congratulated by the class with Tu es un génie! (You are a genius!) 

Children then copy-write a sentence using the construction Je peux + infinitive. Je suis un génie! (I am a genius!) to label a drawing of themselves running, skipping, etc. 

Extension: Some children may be encouraged to ask permission to do things, such as Je peux aller aux toilettes / manger / ouvrir la fenêtre? (Can I go to the toilet / eat / open the 

window?) 

 

 

 

 to apply the knowledge, skills and understanding in this unit 

End of Unit 

With a digital camera, children take photographs of each other doing some of the activities covered in this unit. They use these to prepare a short presentation about the things they do 

well. 
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New Language 

• Making simple statements (about activities) 

• Expressing praise 

• Months of the year  

• Writing an invitation 

• Asking permission 

• Regular -er verbs: je form  

• Simple adverbs 

• Position of simple adverbs 

• pouvoir: je peux + infinitive (as statement and as a question) 

• être: je suis, tu es 

• en + month 

• Phonic focus: alternative spellings of common phonemes, (eg j/ge; ère/aire; é/er/ez). Consolidation of six common phonemes (oi, j, ère, é, on, u) 

 

 

 

LANGUAGE  

Core language 

bien well/good 

très bien very well/good 

 

Je joue bien au football I’m good at playing football 

(literally: I play football well) 

Je nage bien I’m good at swimming (literally: I swim well) 

Je danse  I dance 

Je chante I sing 

Je lis  I read 

 

bravo, super, chouette, fantastique! well done, super, cool, fantastic! 

Je suis un génie! / génial(e)! I am a genius! (masculine/feminine) 

Tu es un génie! / génial(e)! You are a genius! (masculine/feminine) 

 

Additional language for this unit  

sauter to jump 

lancer le ballon to throw the ball 

attraper le ballon to catch the ball 

courir to run 

sauter à la corde to skip 

Loto! Bingo! 

Mon anniversaire est en (janvier) My birthday is in (January) 

 

Additional language for teachers  

Répondez/Répond avec un geste Respond (plural/singular) with an action 

Prenez/Prends une carte Take (plural/singular) a card 

Tu nages bien? Are you good at swimming? 

Qu’est-ce que tu veux faire? What would you like to do? 
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Joyeux anniversaire! Happy birthday! 

 

en ... in … 

janvier January 

février February 

mars March 

avril April 

mai May 

juin June 

juillet July 

août August 

septembre September 

octobre October 

novembre November 

décembre December 

Je peux ... / Je peux ...? I can … / Can I …? 

s’il te plaît  please (singular, informal) 

les mois de l’année the months of the year 

C’est quand, ton anniversaire? When is your birthday? 

On va jouer au Loto / au Cadeau  We’re going to play Bingo / 

Musical / à la Statue Musicale Pass the Parcel / Musical Statues 

On va écrire une invitation à une fête We’re going to write a party invitation 

Viens à ma fête! Come to my party! 

le nom name 

la date date 

 

Sautez/Saute! Jump! (plural/singular) 

Sautez/Saute (à la corde)! Skip! (plural/singular) (with a skipping rope) 

Lancez/Lance le ballon! Throw the ball! (plural/singular) 

Attrapez/Attrape le ballon! Catch the ball! (plural/singular) 

Courez/Cours! Run! (plural/singular) 

une course a race 

un saut  a jump 
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Overview of the Learning 

In this unit of learning pupils will learn the names for main parts of the body and describe colours. They ask and answer questions about physical appearance  

Core Aims  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 

sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 

communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 

questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Pupils should be taught  

 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those 

of others; seek clarification and help* 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 

reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 
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clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where 

relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency 

verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build 

sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

The starred (*) content above will not be applicable to ancient languages. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Use the names for main parts of the body and describe colours  

 ask and answer questions about physical appearance 

 listen and respond to simple songs  

 recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 perform simple communicative tasks using simple words, phrases and short sentences  

 use gestures to show they understand 

 listen and respond to a simple story  

 perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences  

 hear main word classes  

 use a physical response and play games to help remember 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 

 to listen and respond to simple songs  

 to recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 to perform simple communicative tasks using simple words, phrases and short sentences  

 to use gestures to show they understand  

Body Parts 

Children listen to the ‘Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ song in French. Do they recognise it? 

Sing or play the song again, this time with the actions. 

Talk about the difference between the French and English versions (feet instead of toes) 

Teach the vocabulary of the body parts used in the song by using picture flashcards. Encourage children to practise pronunciation by repeating 

after you. 

Children listen to the song again and fill in the gaps by pointing to the appropriate  body part. 

They listen to the song again and, this time, supply the French words for the missing body parts. 

Play Jacques a dit (Simon Says) to reinforce key vocabulary. Children may respond with a gesture and take turns to be the caller. Accept a physical response from 

those not ready to respond verbally. 

 

 to listen and respond to simple songs  

 to recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 to perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences  

 to use gestures to show they understand  

Colours 

Teach the names of primary and secondary colours (approximately 

six as a starting point). Try games such as Montrez-moi (Show Me), 

where children show you the colour card that you have asked for, or Colour Bingo. 

Encourage the children to listen carefully to the sound of the colour words and to use their whole body in a gesture that imitates that sound, such as a rounded 

gesture for rouge, stretching for jaune and flopping forwards 

for bleu. 

Sing Je connais les couleurs (‘I know the colours’) to the tune of ‘I Can Sing a Rainbow’, using the key colour vocabulary. 

Play a colour listening game. Children listen to a repeated sequence of colours, eg bleu, rouge, vert, and place multi-link cubes in the same sequence on their tables. 

Invite individual children to say the colour sequence aloud. 

Create a human ‘colour line’. Give individual children coloured cards and ask them to form into a line according to your instructions. 

Extension: Draw four or five colour sequences on the board and read one of them out. Children work out which is the one that you have said. 

Extension: Challenge children in pairs to produce their own sequences for the class to identify. 

Extension: Repeat the above activity, this time with written colours. 

Extension: Group children in the class according to eye colour and/or 

hair colour. 

 

 to recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 to perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences  

 to recognise some familiar words in written form  

 to recognise how sounds are represented in written form  

 to identify specific sounds, phonemes and words  

Draw a Face 

Use portraits by well-known artists to revise orally the parts of the head and face 

Introduce the written words for the parts of the face and head. 

Display picture flashcards or interactive whiteboard images and play a game where children match pictures to text. 

Play Touchez l’image. Pictures of parts of the head and face are displayed on the board. The class is divided into two teams. One child from each team stands at the 

board and, when you show the written word, the children race to touch the corresponding picture. 

Allow children opportunities to listen, look and say singular and plurals of parts of the head, face and body. 

Revise or introduce numbers to five in French. Reinforce with flashcard matching games. 

Play the Draw the Face Battleships game with the class divided into 

two teams. 

Extension: Play the Draw the Face Battleships game in pairs or 

small groups. 

Challenge the children to create combinations of colours and body parts containing the same phoneme, eg genoux rouges, bouche rouge, cheveux bleus, yeux bleus, 
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épaules jaunes (but not pieds violets). 

 

 to listen and respond to a simple song  

 to recognise and respond to sound patterns and words  

 to perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences 

 to locate the country/ 

countries where the language is spoken  

 to make indirect or direct contact with a country where the language is spoken  

 to identify specific sounds  

 to recognise that some words occur both in English and in the language being learnt, 

although they may sound different 

Guess who? 

Children listen to and join in with the song Savez-vous Planter les Choux? (‘Do You Know How to Plant Cabbages?’) Children make a planting action to show the 

part of the body in each verse. 

Choose one boy and one girl to come to the front. Using colourful wigs, teach Il/Elle a les cheveux bleus (He/She has blue hair), for example. Describe another 

feature in the same way. 

Ask the children to compare and discuss the use of Il/Elle a … Continue describing the children in this way. 
Ask the children to complete sentences started by you, eg Elle a … (the children select one feature to complete the sentence). 
Select two boys and two girls to come to the front. Describe the hair and eye colour of a child with brown or black hair, using Il/Elle a … 

Then describe a child who has blonde hair. How did the class work out which child was being described? Elicit recognition of the unfamiliar cognate blonds. 

Play Guess Who? by inviting six to eight children to the front of the class and describing one of them. Using gesture, bring in some additional language such as 

Il/Elle est grand(e)/petit(e). The children guess the identity of the child being described. 

Model this a few times and then ask confident children to lead the game. Allow some children to use labelled prompt cards for support. 

Use pictures/portraits of famous French people or Francophiles past and present to reinforce describing physical features.  

 

 to perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences  

 to recognise some familiar words in written form  

 to experiment with the writing of simple words 

My Portrait 

Play Chinese Whispers to build a portrait. Organise children into lines, in teams of about six. Give the last child in each team the first sentence of a written 

description of a facial feature, face down, eg Il a les cheveux bruns (He has brown hair). On a given signal, the children turn over their phrase and whisper it to the 

next child in line. The phrase is passed along the team to the child at the front, who then selects the correct picture and sticks it on an outline of a face or just on a 

board. The game continues until the portrait is complete. 

Model writing your description as you say it aloud, eg Bonjour, je m’appelle … J’ai les cheveux bruns (Hello, I am called ... I have brown hair). 

Ask the children to suggest a new hair colour. Turn to a black-and-white copy of your digital portrait and, using the interactive whiteboard or felt tip pens, colour the 

hair and write the appropriate sentence. The children continue to suggest alternative colours for eyes and mouth. 

Children use the model to create colourful self-portraits using black-and-white A4 copies of their digital portraits. Using a phrase bank, children copy-write simple 

descriptions of themselves. Some children may benefit from a personal vocabulary bank to cut up and stick onto their portrait. 

Extension: Some children can experiment with writing from memory the vocabulary for facial features. 

Extension: Insert a digital image of a child or famous person into the electronic whiteboard. Draw around the image with the whiteboard pen and then delete the 

original image to reveal the ‘pen portrait’, whose features may then be enhanced with the whiteboard pen and printed out, together with a simple description. 

 

 to apply the knowledge, skills and understanding in this unit 

End of Unit 

Children present their portraits and descriptions. 

Build a display of children’s colourful portraits. The display can then be used for a Guess Who? game. 

 

 

New Language 

• Making simple statements (about appearance) 

• Giving a simple description (of a person) 

• Adjectives: agreement and position  

• avoir: j’ai, il/elle a  
• être: il/elle est  
• Phonic focus: ou, eu  
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LANGUAGE 

Core language 

les couleurs coloursrouge redrose pinkorange orangejaune yellowbleu(e)

 bluevert(e) greennoir(e) blackblanc(he) whiteviolet(te)

 violet(Add -s to the above if plural)marron (invariable) brownJ’ai ... I have 

…Il/Elle a … He/She has … 

un nez bleu a blue noseune bouche bleue a blue mouthles yeux/cheveux bleus blue 

eyes/hair 

Il/Elle est ...  He/She is ... 

grand(e) big/tall 

petit(e) small 

 

Additional language for this unit 

le nez nosele bras armle coude elbowla tête headla bouche

 mouthla jambe legles épaules shouldersles genoux

 kneesles pieds feet 

les doigts fingersles orteils toesles yeux eyesl’oeil (m) eyeles oreilles

 earsl’oreille (f) earJ’ai gagné! I’ve won! 

 

Additional language for teachers  

Chantez/Chante Sing (plural/singular)Écrivez/Écris Write (plural/singular)Mettez-

vous dans le bon ordre Put yourselves in the right order  Lisez/Lis Read 

(plural/singular)Lancez/Lance le dé Throw (plural/singular) the dieC’est … ou …? Is it … or …?Qui a fini son 

monstre? Who has finished their monster?Quelle couleur pour …? What colour for … 

?On va reviser … We’re going to revise …les parties du corps parts of the bodyles parties de la 

tête et du visage parts of the head and faceOn va jouer au Brico-monstre / We’re going to 

play Make-a-Téléphone arabe Monster / Chinese WhispersJouons! Let’s play!A vous/toi de jouer!

 It’s your turn! (plural/singular) 
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Overview of the Learning 

In this unit of learning pupils will learn the names for some sports. They learn the names of some food and drinks associated with healthy and unhealthy lifestyles. They revise the days of the 

week and learn to say what activities they do on particular days. 

Core Aims  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 

sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 

communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 

questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Pupils should be taught  

 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those 

of others; seek clarification and help* 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 

reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 
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 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 

clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where 

relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency 

verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build 

sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

The starred (*) content above will not be applicable to ancient languages. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 listen for specific words and phrases 

 read and understand a range of familiar written phrases 

 use mental associations to help remember words  

 use physical response to show recognition and understanding of specific words and phrases  

 memorise and present a short spoken text 

 to read and understand a range of familiar written phrases  

 use mental association to help remember words 
 ask and answer questions on several topics  

 read some familiar words and phrases aloud and pronounce them accurately  

 recognise that texts in different languages will often have the same conventions of style and layout 

 

 

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
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 to listen for specific words and phrases 

 to read and understand a range of familiar written phrases 

 to use mental associations to help remember words  

Talking about sports 

Use images from magazines, newspapers or from the internet to revise  

je joue au football and to introduce je joue au tennis/cricket/basket. 

Introduce other sports in the same way: je fais du vélo / du skate / de la danse / de la natation. 

Model actions for the sports and say the phrases. Children repeat and copy the actions. 

Say the word or phrase for the sports and invite children to complete  

the action. 

Play Jacques a dit. 

Show word flashcards for the sports as you say them. Children repeat.  

Discuss what the children notice about the written forms. Are there any similarities with English or other languages that could help them 

remember? 

Ask children to come to the board and place the appropriate written expression next to the image from the first activity. This can be done 

as a team game. 

Divide the class into groups. Give each group a sport for which they must make a tableau. Each child has to be involved. Give the class a 

countdown in French of the numbers 10 to zero. On zéro each group ‘freezes’ their tableau.  

Extension: Children look up other sports in a bilingual dictionary and make a word bank. 

 

 

 to use physical response to show recognition and understanding of specific 

words and phrases  

 to memorise and present a short spoken text 

 to read and understand a range of familiar written phrases  

 to use mental association to help remember words  

Healthy eating 

Revise the sports and actions from the last session. 

Display a picture of a famous sportsperson on the board. Discuss how this person stays healthy.  

Introduce a range of healthy and unhealthy food and drink with picture flashcards and/or real or plastic food items: une pomme, le 

poisson,  

le coca, le chocolat, le jus d’orange, le yaourt, les carottes, les pommes frites, les bonbons. With these nine items, make a Noughts and  

Crosses grid. 

Ask the children to listen for words containing the sound on, which can then be added to the word bank. Ask them to listen to the word 

pomme very carefully. Is it the same sound? Show and read aloud the words pomme, gomme, poisson, bonbons, bon and bonne. Can the 

pupils hear the difference? Challenge them to create a rule to explain this.  

Provide prompts to help children remember the words. These could be stick pictures, sketches or word associations. Children suggest 

other prompts that are useful for them. 
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Use the prompts to see how well children remember the words. Discuss how these prompts helped them. 

Explain that they are going to decide whether the food and drinks are healthy or unhealthy with Oui, c’est bon or Non, c’est mauvais. 

Children discuss in English with their talk partners whether the sportsperson mentioned earlier would regularly eat this food or drink  

these drinks. Read the list of food and drinks and ask C’est bon? or  

C’est mauvais? 

Children respond with thumbs up / thumbs down and/or echo the phrases. 

Extension: Children read authentic French menus and see how many foods and drinks they recognise. What strategies did they use to do 

this? 

 

 

 to read and understand a range of familiar written phrases  

 to listen for sounds, rhyme and rhythm 

More Healthy Eating 

Explain that you are going to give some instructions to a sportsperson.  

Ask children to act out the verbs, eg jouez au football, mangez une pomme, buvez le jus d’orange. 

Repeat but add in some unhealthy food and drinks. In response, children wag their fingers, look sternly at you and say Non, c’est mauvais. 

Display the picture flashcards of food and drink. Read out a word card for each one. Ask children to come and stick these next to the correct 

picture. 

Select one word card, read it aloud and give children two minutes to look at it. Cover it up and ask children to work in pairs and rewrite it 

from memory on a mini-whiteboard. Repeat with other words. 

Play Morpion (Noughts and Crosses). Divide the class into two teams.  

Show a grid with nine pictures of food and drink. To win a square, children must match the correct word card to the picture. If using the 

interactive whiteboard, ask the children to suggest which words should go in the grid. Have pictures from Unit 6 available on a different 

screen. If children can remember the words, drag them into the Morpion grid. This is a simple way for you to encourage children to retrieve 

words from different contexts and also a way of assessing which words they know less well. 

Play Loto (Bingo). Children draw a grid with six pictures of food and drink. Show the word cards one by one, without saying the words. 

Children read and cross off matching pictures on their grid. 

Create a table on the board with the headings Bon pour la santé and Mauvais pour la santé. Individual children come out and place picture 

flashcards in the right column. Repeat with the word cards. 

Give children paper plates and ask them to create a healthy meal by drawing in at least four healthy foods. They label these in French. The 

plates can form part of a healthy eating display. 

 

 

 to listen for specific words and phrases  

 to ask and answer questions on several topics  

 to read some familiar words and phrases aloud and pronounce them accurately  

Diary of Activities 

Display on the interactive whiteboard or flipchart a page from a  

week’s diary: 

 lundi 

 mardi 
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 to recognise that texts in different languages will often have the same 

conventions of style and layout 

 mercredi 

 jeudi 

 vendredi 

 samedi 

 dimanche 

Revise the days of the week by playing Sur mes Lèvres (Read my Lips). Mouth the words for children to guess. Children take the lead in the 

next round. Chant the days as a class using different voices. 

Add pictures from the first session to the diary, saying Lundi, je joue au football. Mardi, je joue au tennis, etc. 

Say the days of the week in order. Children mime the action and say the appropriate sentence. Repeat, with the days in random order. 

Ask children to make a similar diary page or give them a template. Read aloud another ‘diary’ and children sketch the activity against the 

appropriate day. They compare their diary pages in pairs and feed back. 

Extension: Ask the question Qu’est-ce que tu fais lundi? (What are you doing on Monday?) to elicit responses about their diary. 

 

 

 to listen for specific words and phrases  

 to ask and answer questions on several topics  

 to write simple words and phrases using a model and some words from 

memory  

 about some aspects of everyday life and compare them with their own  

 to recognise that texts in different languages will often have the same 

conventions of style and layout 

Comparing Activities with a Friend  

Revise the days of the week by playing Sur mes Lèvres (Read my Lips). 

Play Ping-Pong with the days of the week, eg you say lundi and children say mardi, etc. 

Revise sports phrases with actions as a prompt. Play Charades, where one child does the action and the class guess the phrase. 

Display the diary from the previous session. Introduce the question Qu’est-ce que tu fais lundi? Ask children to guess what this means. Model 

the answer with actions, eg Lundi, je joue au football. Use the interactive whiteboard or presentation software to model sentences, using 

hyperlinks from each question to show a list of possible answers. Children could copy onto a mini-whiteboard the answers they prefer in order 

to build their own role-play. 

Practise as a whole class, chanting the question and answers together. 

Invite individual children to ask and answer the question. The class comment constructively on children’s use of language and give feedback. 

Children work in pairs using role-play grids. Partner A asks, for example, Qu’est-ce que tu fais mardi? Partner B answers, for example, Mardi, 

je joue au cricket. Children may use actions to accompany their answer. 

Extension: Children make up their own role-play grids to practise with  

a partner. 

Some children will use single words to ask the question, eg Lundi? and give single-word answers, eg Basket. 

Play Pass the Phrase. Organise children into teams of six. The teams stand in lines. Whisper a different sports phrase to player one in each 

team. On the signal un, deux, trois, player one whispers the phrase to player two. This is then passed from player to player along the line. 

When the last player receives the phrase, the team sits down. When all the teams are sitting down, ask player six from each team to say their 

phrase aloud. 

Children write a sentence for every day of the week using their speaking grids and a word bank for support, eg Lundi, je fais du skate. 

Watch DVD clips of children in France enjoying participating in and  
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watching sports. 

Extension: Compare popular sports in Britain and France. Are there any sports that are particular to France or other francophone countries,  

eg la pétanque, le Tour de France? 

If the necessary equipment is available, children can play pétanque. 

 

 to write simple words and phrases using a model and some words from 

memory  

 to recognise that texts in different languages will often have the same 

conventions of style and layout 

Making a Poster 

Explain to the class that they will be sharing what they have learnt about healthy lifestyles in French. This will be in the form of posters to 

be displayed around the school. 

Children work in groups to design a poster on healthy eating, sports or both, using the language that they have learnt so far. Some children 

can contribute by labelling pictures of food and drink with single words, whereas others will be able to write longer phrases. 

Some children will need a word bank to help them.  

Extension: Some children can express opinions about food, drink and sporting activities. They can justify these. 

 

 to apply the knowledge, skills and understanding in this unit 

End of Unit 

When the posters are finished, allow children to present them to the class before displaying them around the school. 

If the school has a French-speaking partner school, photographs of the posters can be emailed or sent through the post. 

 

 

 

New Language 

• Making simple statements (about activities and diet) 

• Questions with Qu’est-ce que …? 
• faire: je fais, tu fais 

• jouer au (+ sport) 

• faire du/de la (+ sport) 

• Phonic focus: on/om compared with onn/omm 
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LANGUAGE 

Core language 

Qu’est-ce que tu fais (lundi)? What are you doing / do you do (on Monday)? 

Je joue au tennis / au  I play tennis/cricket/basketball 

cricket / au basket 

Je fais du vélo / du skate / de  I ride my bike/skateboard/ 

la danse / de la natation dance/swim 

 

zéro zero 

 

le jus d’orange orange juice 

le yaourt yoghurt 

le poisson fish 

une pomme an apple 

les carottes carrots 

le chocolat chocolate 

le coca coca-cola 

les pommes frites chips 

les bonbons sweets 

 

Additional language for this unit 

Jouez Play (polite / as an instruction) 

Mangez Eat (polite / as an instruction) 

Buvez Drink (polite / as an instruction) 

 

un agenda a diary 

 

Qu’est-ce que tu fais pour  What do you do to keep fit? 

rester en forme? 
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Overview of the Learning: Monter un café (Creating a café) 

In this unit children will learn to ask for drinks, snacks and ice creams. They consolidate use of the euro with simple prices. They follow a recipe for a milkshake and justify their favourite choice. 

Core Aims  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they 

want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy 

of their pronunciation and intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical 

structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Pupils should be taught  

 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and 

meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; 

seek clarification and help* 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or 

using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into 

familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): 

feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and 
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patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from 

or are similar to English. 

The starred (*) content above will not be applicable to ancient languages. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 

  

 

 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities 
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•  to read and understand the main points and some detail from a short written passage  

• to match sound to sentences and paragraphs 

• to recognise patterns in the foreign language  

• to discuss language learning and reflect on and share ideas and experiences 

Café Conundrum  

Play Café Conundrum. Give pairs of children a list of food (les snacks), drinks (les boissons) and ice creams (les glaces) from a café menu. Include both familiar 

and new items, eg une portion de frites (a portion of chips), un paquet de chips (a packet of crisps), un sandwich (a sandwich), une pizza (a pizza), un chocolat 

chaud (a hot chocolate), un café au lait  

(a coffee with milk), un jus d’orange (an orange juice), une limonade  

(a lemonade), un verre de coca (a glass of coke), une eau minérale  
(a mineral water), une tasse de thé (a cup of tea), une glace au chocolat / à la fraise / à la vanille (a chocolate/strawberry/vanilla ice cream). 

 Invite children to sort words that they know or can guess the meaning of into one group. They put unknown words into a second group. They then copy-write the 

words in two columns (known and unknown). They use a dictionary to find the meanings of the new words and write these down. Some children may prefer to use 

a bilingual word bank instead of a dictionary. They compare their results with another pair.  

Take feedback from the class. Encourage the children to use their knowledge of phoneme–grapheme correspondence to work out how to pronounce the new words 

they find.  

 

Give children individual word cards for the café items. Still in pairs, they sort them into drinks, snacks and ice creams. Display pictures of the items on the board in three 

groups as you say the words. Invite individual children to come out to the front and place a word card next to the appropriate picture. 

 

For the next part of the game, read out a selection of café items. Ask children to listen carefully and arrange the corresponding word cards in the correct order. 

Individual children read these back to the class for checking.  

 

Ask children to look carefully at the words une glace au ... and une glace  

à la .... Ask them to have a quick whispered conversation with their partner to work out why there is a difference.  

 

 

They share their suggestions with a second pair and feed back as a whole class.  

 

Ask children to mix up their word cards. Play Speed Sort. Call out a category, eg Je voudrais les boissons (I would like the drinks). Give children 60 seconds to 

group the drinks together. Repeat for les snacks (snacks) and les glaces (ice creams). As a follow-up, call out a category and children have to say three examples 

from that category. 

 

 

Extension: Children use a dictionary to find the French words for other items available in a café. 
 

 The ‘Waiter’s song’ 
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 to understand the main points and simple opinions in a spoken story, song or passage  

• to compare attitudes towards everyday life  

•to use context and previous knowledge to help understanding 

Dictate random numbers 1–12 and children write them on mini-whiteboards. Ask children to do some quick-fire calculations using numbers to 12, eg Deux et 

quatre, c’est combien? 

 

Ask children in pairs to recall as many food and drink items as they can. They feed back as a whole class. 

 

Read or sing the first six verses of La Chanson du Serveur (the ‘Waiter’s Song’). Children listen out for snacks and drinks and, as a class, see how many they can 

remember. As they say each item (in English or French), display an image or flashcard on the board, add the corresponding number, eg deux limonades, and say 

the French. 

 

Play games to practise the first six items from the song, eg mouth an item and children read your lips to guess the words. Show images of the items or flashcards by 

revealing them slowly and children say what they are. Play Répétez si c’est vrai (Repeat If It’s True), where you point to and name a picture and children repeat 

only if you are correct. 

 

Display large word cards for these items on the board in random order. Repeat the song and stop after an item, eg deux limonades. Invite a child to come out and 

find the appropriate card and place it next to the corresponding picture.  

 

Sing the song again but stop before naming the items. Children volunteer the items in their correct order. Provide some children with picture prompts to help them 

remember. 

The class join in with singing the song.  

Discuss the types of drinks and snacks mentioned in the song. Would we find similar items in an English café? What is the place of the café in English culture? 

Extension: Children write out sections of the song and decorate these for a display. 

 

 

 

 

 

• to understand the main points and simple opinions in a spoken story, song or passage  

• to read and understand the main points and some detail from a short written passage 

• to compare attitudes towards aspects of daily life  

 to recognise and understand some of the differences between people  

What’s on the menu? 

Use images or picture flashcards to remind children of the first six verses of the ‘Waiter’s Song’ (see Section 2), and sing the song as a class.  

Present two sets of pictures on the interactive whiteboard – six ice creams in one half of the screen and six snacks in the other. Number each item. Activate an 

electronic die twice. Children must ask for the ice cream and the snack corresponding to the numbers displayed. 

 

When children are confident with this part of the song, repeat the games from Section 2 to introduce the second half (see ‘Points to note’ for lyrics). 

Extension: Children invent their own verses for the ‘Waiter’s Song’. 
Play Qu’est-ce qu’il y a au menu? (What’s on the Menu?) On the interactive whiteboard or using large word cards, partially reveal the written words for a selection 

of snacks, drinks and ice creams. Organise the class into two teams. Call out, for example, Je voudrais un sandwich. A child from the first team comes forward and 

reveals the item. Repeat, alternating between the teams, until three minutes are up. If a child picks the wrong word, he or she is ‘out’. At the end of three minutes, 

the class count in French the number of children left in each team. The winning team is the one with the most children left in the game. 

 

Extension: Children come out to the front and play the game in pairs.  
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You or a volunteer call out the items and the players compete to see how many words they can successfully reveal in three minutes. 

Discuss with the class what they know about French food and brainstorm what they might expect to find on a typical French café menu. Display an authentic 

French café menu if one is available and compare similarities and differences with an English one. Discuss any items that are unfamiliar to children.  

Using a publishing package, children can design their own menus, listing the foods in categories and adding prices to each item. Some children will also add 

different sandwiches to the menu. 

Look at recipes in books on French cookery. Discuss similarities and differences in the types of food produced. Are there any regional specialities? 

 

 

 to understand the main points and simple opinions in a spoken story, song or passage  

• to use spoken language confidently to initiate and sustain conversations and to tell stories  

• to devise questions for authentic use  

• to ask for repetition and clarification  

•to compare and reflect on techniques for memorising language 

Choosing an ice cream 

Sing the ‘Waiter’s Song’ to revise vocabulary.  

Practise some simple sums to revise numbers 1–20. 

 

Display on the board picture flashcards or images of a selection of snacks, drinks and ice creams. Cover each with a number between one and 20. Choose a 

volunteer to pick a number in French. He or she has one guess at what is hidden behind that number (and needs to say the word correctly). Reveal the item. If the 

child was correct, the class win a point.  

If he or she was wrong, cover up the picture with the number again and you win the point. Continue until all the items have been revealed and count the points in 

French. Invite the class to share tips on how to memorise language. Ensure that some of the items are covered by lower numbers so that all children can participate. 

 

Display picture flashcards or images of ice cream flavours. Say the names and children repeat, eg une glace au chocolat/café/caramel / à la vanille / à la fraise / à 

la banane (a chocolate/coffee/toffee/vanilla/strawberry/ banana ice cream). Write up the names of the flavours, organising them into two groups with au and à la, 

eg au chocolat and à la fraise.  

 

Invite children to devise a rule for when to use au and à la. Leave the ice creams and vocabulary on display for the next activity and add some prices in euros. Draw 

attention to the -ille of vanille and ask the children to think of similar words (eg fille and coquillages and brilliant from Unit 16). 

 

Ask a pair of confident children to come out and model a simple dialogue. One is the waiter or waitress and the other is the customer. A suggested dialogue: 

Bonjour monsieur. 

Bonjour madame, vous désirez? 
Je voudrais une glace au chocolat, s’il vous plait. 

Voilà. 

Merci. C’est combien? 

Deux euros. 

Voilà. Au revoir. 

Au revoir. 

 

Invite another pair of children to come out and model the dialogue. 

 

Ask children to work in groups of three. Child A and Child B create their own dialogue based on the models. Child C listens carefully and with a coloured pen 

notes or draws the ice cream and price. Encourage him or her to seek clarification if necessary, eg Je ne comprends pas (I don’t understand), Répétez s’il vous 



 

Manor Primary School  

 

plaît (Repeat, please). He or she ‘reads back’ the order.  

The other two children check to see if this is correct. Some children will benefit from having labelled picture cards as prompts and may prefer to play the part of the 

waiter. More confident children may play the observer’s role in this activity. This activity may be modelled on the interactive whiteboard. 

 

Extension: Children add to their dialogues by ordering several ice creams, of different flavours. 

 

Extension: revise likes and dislikes and exclamations. Take pictures of children holding an imitation ice cream. Save the pictures and change the colours of the ice 

cream to portray different flavours. Display the photos on the whiteboard and add a speech bubble and a thought bubble to each. Get the children to suggest things 

that the child in each photo might be  

 saying and thinking. For example, Une glace à la vanille! Merci! in the speech bubble, but Je n’aime pas les glaces à la vanille. C’est ennuyeux  

in the thought bubble. Write the suggestions in the bubbles. 

 

Discuss, as a class, strategies for effective listening. 

 

 

 • to use spoken language confidently to initiate and sustain conversations and to tell stories 

• to read and understand the main points and some detail from a short written passage 

• to match sound to sentences and paragraphs  

• to use knowledge of words, text and structure to build simple spoken and written passages  

•to apply a range of linguistic knowledge to create simple, written production 

Making a milkshake!  

Invite the class to sing the ‘Waiter’s Song’. 
 

Give children a list of milkshakes, eg un milkshake au chocolat / à la vanille, etc. Ask them to read it through and decide which one they want to order. Explain 

that they must give a reason for their choice, eg Je voudrais un milkshake au chocolat parce que j’aime le chocolat (I would like a chocolate milkshake because I like 

chocolate) or Je voudrais un milkshake à la vanille parce que je n’aime pas les fraises (I would like a vanilla milkshake because I don’t like strawberries). In pairs, 

children practise choosing their milkshakes and feed back their sentences to the class. 

 

Give children a written recipe for a milkshake and slowly read this aloud as they follow the text. Illustrate it by referring to pictures or props. Invite them to read it 

with their partner and imagine that they have to explain in English to someone who doesn’t speak French how to make the milkshake. Encourage them to look up 

new words in a dictionary. Take feedback from the class. 

 

Extension: In pairs, children adapt the recipe to write their own. Choose some volunteers to read theirs aloud. Individual children pick a favourite and explain why, 

eg J’aime le milkshake au chocolat parce que j’adore le chocolat (I like chocolate milkshakes because I adore chocolate). 

 

Extension: Children write a selection of sentences explaining their choice of milkshake. 

 

In pairs, children follow the original recipe that you showed them and make the milkshake. Alternatively, make the milkshake in front of the class but get children 

to tell you what to do at each step. 

 

 

• to understand the main points and simple opinions in a story, song or passage 

• to perform to an audience  

• to read and understand the main points and some detail from a short written passage  

Café theatre 

Give children a simple play script (see ‘Points to note’). They read it silently and then re-read it. Explain that they have to look at the language to work out the 

mood of the play and that they should highlight any unusual parts. Draw their attention to the title Le Serveur Bizarre  

(‘The Strange Waiter’). Ask children to suggest the type of play this is  
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• to match sounds to sentences and paragraphs  

 to plan and prepare – analyse what needs to be done to carry out a task 

and to explain the gist of the story. 

 

Model the play, taking both roles or using a French-speaking child or adult if one is available. Divide the class in half. One half will be the waiter and the other the 

customer. The two halves of the class read out the play. Practise any pronunciation that needs attention. Ask two confident children to read out the play again. 

Discuss with the class the importance of voice tone and expression. 

 

Children read the play in pairs. Invite two or three groups to perform to the class. Discuss with the class the best features of the performances and how they could 

be improved. Encourage them to consider whether the humour of the piece was portrayed and, if not, how this could be done. 

Invite another pair to demonstrate. 

 

Explain that, in the next session, all children will have the opportunity to perform their play and that these will be filmed. Some children may prefer to join with 

another pair and take a smaller speaking part. 

Extension: Some children may wish to create their own play based on this model. They can add some simple stage instructions such as triste (sad) or heureux 

(happy). 

 

 to apply the knowledge, skills and understanding in this unit 

End of Unit 

 

Children perform their plays to the class. Allow some children to read aloud from the text. 

Film the performances so that they can be played back to the class later. 
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LANGUAGE 

Core language 

une limonade a lemonade 

une eau minérale a mineral water 

un jus d’orange  an orange juice 

un verre de coca a glass of coke 

un chocolat chaud a hot chocolate 

un café a (black) coffee 

un café au lait a coffee with milk 

une tasse de thé a cup of tea 

un paquet de chips a packet of crisps 

une portion de frites a portion of chips 

 

une glace au chocolat / à la  a chocolate/strawberry/ 

fraise / à la vanille vanilla ice cream 

 

Vous désirez? What would you like? 

C’est combien? How much is that? 

 

Bon appétit! Enjoy! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Additional language for this unit 

Je vais dans un café I go into a café 

 

un milkshake a milkshake 

Additional language for teachers 

les snacks (m) the snacks 

les boissons (f) the drinks 

les glaces (f) the ice creams 

 

Qu’est-ce qu’il y a au menu? What is on the menu? 

 

Coupez/Coupe Cut (plural/singular) 

Epluchez/Epluche Peel (plural/singular) 

Ajoutez/Ajoute Add (plural/singular) 

Mélangez/Mélange Mix (plural/singular) 

 

selon le goût according to taste 

à déguster froid eat or drink chilled 
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Overview of the Learning: Scène de Plage (Beach scene) 

In this unit children use both new and familiar language to describe a painting. The one used here is Scène de plage by Degas but you can substitute an alternative. Children use their 

knowledge to write and perform their own poetry inspired by the painting. 

Core Aims  

 

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 

sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 

communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 

questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Pupils should be taught  

 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those 

of others; seek clarification and help* 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 

reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 
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 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 

clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where 

relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency 

verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build 

sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

The starred (*) content above will not be applicable to ancient languages. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 use both new and familiar language to describe a painting, Scène de plage by Degas. 

 use their knowledge to write and perform their own poetry inspired by the painting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
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• to listen attentively and understand more complex phrases and sentences 

• to recognise patterns in simple sentences. 

• to manipulate language by changing an element in a sentence. 

• to develop accuracy in intonation and pronunciation  

• to integrate new language into previously learnt language 

• to apply grammatical knowledge to make sentences 

• to practise new language with a friend 

Beach Scene 

Show an image of the Degas painting Scène de Plage. Introduce new vocabulary and revise colours by describing an item, eg La mer est verte (The sea is green). 

Children indicate which part of the picture you are describing. This can be done by inviting one child to point to the correct part or by small groups working on 

their own copy of the picture. Repeat with other items such as Le sable est jaune (The sand is yellow), Le ciel est bleu (The sky is blue), Le bateau est rouge (The 

boat is red), and  

Le chien est marron (The dog is brown).  

 

Consolidate new vocabulary and practise pronunciation by playing some flashcard games (see Unit 6, Section 1 and Unit 12, Section 1). 

 

Read out more simple descriptions such as Le chien est vert, Le sable est bleu, etc. Children draw a simple picture on mini-whiteboards or paper. 

 

Children work in pairs or small groups. Each child chooses up to three items from the Degas picture. They relay this information, including colours, to their 

partner or other group members, who draw the corresponding pictures. They check this by describing what they  

have drawn. 

 

Children who find drawing difficult or time-consuming can be given the outlines of pre-drawn items on a worksheet. Some will benefit from having a semi-

completed writing frame with a selection of nouns and adjectives to choose from. 

 

Extension: Children use a bilingual dictionary to look for other words connected to the picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bringing a picture to life! 

 



 

Manor Primary School  

 

• to develop accuracy in intonation and pronunciation  

• to recognise the typical conventions of word order in the foreign language  

•to use actions and rhymes to aid memorisation  

Revise vocabulary and phrases from the previous session by playing Morpion (Noughts and Crosses). In each square, put a noun and a colour from which 

children can make a phrase. 

Show the Degas painting. Introduce some verbs, eg Le bateau glisse  

(The boat is gliding along). Then ask Que fait le bateau? (What is the boat doing?) and encourage children to repeat the answer Le bateau glisse. 

Continue, encouraging children to repeat the answers, eg Que fait le chien? Le chien regarde. Que fait la petite fille? La petite fille dort. Que fait la dame? 

La dame brosse les cheveux de la petite fille. 

 

 

Repeat, introducing some verbs in the plural, eg Que font les gens?  

Les gens marchent/parlent/jouent. 

 

Encourage children to mime the above phrases. Invite individuals to choose a phrase for the class to mime. 

 

Extension: Encourage children to link two simple sentences using et,  

eg La petite fille dort et le bateau glisse. 

 

Explain to children that they are going to bring the picture to life. Give groups part of the picture to freeze-frame. Each part is brought to life when that 

group hears their phrase. 

 

‘Conduct’ the class picture. Indicate to groups when they should start their mime. They also repeat their phrase until directed to stop. Repeat, with children 

taking on the role of conductor. Encourage less confident children to take on this role to increase their self-esteem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• to listen attentively and understand more complex phrases and sentences  

• to write short phrases and sentences using a reference  

• to recognise patterns in simple sentences  

• to recognise the typical conventions of word order in the new language  

 to manipulate language by changing one element in a sentence  

Writing a description 

Show the Degas picture. As a class, match sentence cards (eg La petite fille dort. / Le bateau glisse. / Les gens marchent.) to the picture. Repeat this as a 

paired activity. 

 

Give children in pairs a picture or postcard of a beach scene. Invite them to use their sentence cards as a model to write some sentences to describe their 

beach. Invite pairs to write one of their sentences on the board and read it aloud. Give less confident children a list of possible sentences to choose from. 

 

Make a background on an interactive whiteboard, dividing it into three horizontal bands: the lower one is yellow to represent the beach, the middle one blue 

to represent the sea and the top one light blue to represent the sky. On a second screen, provide different figures that the children can paste into the first 

screen to populate the scene. They and the teacher use the picture to model a description.  

 



 

Manor Primary School  

 

In English, ask children how they could make their sentences more interesting and elicit suggestions for French adjectives of colour and size. Invite children 

to suggest a suitable adjective for one of the sentences  

on the board. Say the new sentence. Encourage children to come to  

the board and write the adjective in the correct place, eg Le bateau  

rouge glisse. 

Repeat with more sentences, and the class read these aloud.  

 

Extension: Children draw their own beach scene and write sentences to describe it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• to recognise similarities and differences between places  

•to look and listen for visual and aural clues  

Comparing beaches 

Use a selection of photos or postcards of beaches in the UK and French-speaking countries to revise language from the unit. 

 

Discuss in English similarities and differences between beaches and coastlines in the UK and abroad. Children might have personal experiences to share. It 

may be appropriate to discuss the use of different coastal areas, such as shipping, fishing or tourism. 

 

Introduce names for some additional features in the photos or postcards, eg une baie (a bay), une falaise (a cliff), une grotte (a cave), des coquillages (shells), 

des rochers (rocks), des cailloux (pebbles). 

 

Point to one of the features and ask, eg C’est une baie? (Is it a bay?) Elicit Oui, c’est une baie (Yes, it is a bay). Then introduce some questions that will 

need a negative response, eg C’est une baie? Non, ce n’est pas une baie. C’est une falaise (Is it a bay? No, it is not a bay. It is a cliff). 

 

Play Secret Signal to consolidate these new words (see Section 2). 

Use the interactive whiteboard or text cards to show children the written words. Ask individual children to come out and match the text to the pictures. Play 

games such as Montrez-moi so that children can practise copy-writing the words. 

Draw attention to the sound ill in coquillages. Say some other words and ask the children to listen for a similar sound (eg plage, fille, brosse, brille).  

 

Give children in pairs a copy of the text La Plage. They are going to play at being ‘language detectives’. Read the text aloud as children listen and look for 

words containing the grapheme au/eau, which they then circle. Some children may find it helpful to have picture clues to help them understand the text. 

 

Extension: Ask the children to repeat the above activity, this time putting a box around the grapheme il/ille. 
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Children continue to work on the text in pairs. They read it to themselves and underline, in colour, words that they either know or can guess the meaning 

of. They underline adjectives in a different colour. As a class they discuss strategies for working out the meaning of unfamiliar language.  

 

 

Ask children to comment on any other features of the text to see if they can identify the similes. Discuss this briefly.  

 

Extension: Children underline verbs and nouns in addition to adjectives. 
 

 to re-read frequently a variety of short texts 

• to make simple sentences and short texts  

•to notice different text types 

Class poem  

 

Select one of the photos or postcards showing a beach in a French-speaking country. Explain to children that, together, they are going to create a poem 

about the picture. 

 

Display a writing frame which contains instruction words for a recipe, eg prends, ajoute, mélange, décore, laisse. Ask children if they know any of these 

words and in which context they have previously met them. Mime the new verbs and invite children to guess their meaning. Children chorus the 

pronunciation. 

 

Explain to children that they are going to help you create a ‘recipe’ for the place in the picture. See ‘Points to note’ for an example of a possible text. 

 

Give each pair of children one copy of La Plage. They use this as a prompt to help them suggest ‘ingredients’. Write their suggestions into the class writing 

frame and the class read the poem together. Discuss whether any editing is necessary, for instance can they suggest alternative adjectives from the La Plage 

text?  

 

Highlight the sentence Mélange avec des gens qui nagent and discuss what they notice about the sentence. Ask for alternative verbs for that line, eg des 

gens qui parlent, and add a second ingredient to that part of the poem. Some children may wish to extend this line further, eg des gens qui parlent et des 

enfants qui jouent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Individual poems 
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• to listen attentively and understand more complex phrases and sentences  

• to make simple sentences and short texts  

• to write words, phrases and short sentences using a reference  

• to recognise patterns in simple sentences  

• to manipulate language by changing an element in a sentence  

 to apply grammatical knowledge when building sentences  

Read the class poem from the previous session and remind children how  

it was constructed. 

 

Children work in pairs or individually to create their own poems about Degas’ picture, Scène de Plage. Some children may benefit from a writing frame and 

illustrated word bank. Encourage children to think about how they can use ICT or styles of handwriting to present their poetry. 

 

Extension: Give children some other verbs to create sentences, eg mets, coupe, chauffe. They can investigate other adjectives by using a bilingual dictionary. 

 

 to apply the knowledge, skills and understanding in this unit 

End of Unit 

In pairs or individually, children read their poems aloud to the class. 

 

The class evaluate the poems and suggest ‘two stars and a wish’ (two things that they liked about a poem and one idea for improving it). 

 

 

 

 

 

New Language 

• Giving a simple description (of a scene or place) 

• Using adjectives to add interest and detail to a description 

• Writing instructions  

• Regular -er verbs: ils/elles form 

• dormir (irregular): il/elle dort 

• C’est, Ce n’est pas + noun 

• Phonic focus: revision of au/eau; il and ille 
 

Resources 

• Colour photocopies and/or an image of the Degas painting Scène de Plage 

• Large sentence cards to describe the picture and sets of smaller ones 

• Photos or postcards of beach scenes and coastlines in the UK and in French- 

speaking countries 

• Word cards for features of a beach scene 

• Copies of the text La Plage  
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LANGUAGE 

Core language 

(Le chien) regarde (The dog) is watching 

(Le bateau) glisse (The boat) is gliding along 

(La petite fille) dort (The little girl) is sleeping 

(La dame) brosse (les cheveux  (The lady) is brushing (the little  

de la petite fille) girl’s hair) 

 

Les gens marchent/ The people are walking/  

parlent/jouent talking/playing 

 

C’est ...  It is … 

Ce n’est pas ... It is not ... 

 

Prends Take 

Laisse Leave 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional language for this unit 

le sable the sand 

le ciel the sky 

le bateau the boat 

la plage the beach 

 

une baie  a bay 

une falaise  a cliff 

une grotte   a cave 

des coquillages (m) shells 

des rochers (m) rocks 

des cailloux (m) pebbles 

Additional language for teachers 

On va jouer au Morpion We’re going to play Noughts  

 and Crosses 

 

Que fait le bateau /  What is the boat /  

la petite fille / la dame? little girl / lady doing? 

Que font les gens? What are the people doing? 

 

 

   

 


